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Parents Meeting Recap 
 

Vision Casting 
Why does DSM exist? 
Dutilh Church has laid out a mission and a vision for the ministry: 

• The Mission of Dutilh Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ who love God, 
love others, and love to serve. 

• Dutilh Church envisions a community where everyone is known by name, loved 
for who they are, and empowered to follow Jesus Christ. 

It would be a misuse of time and valuable resources for DSM, as a ministry of Dutilh 
Church, to seek to be or do anything else.  Instead, as the primary ministry for teenagers 
at Dutilh Church, it is our purpose to help our students live into the mission and vision of 
Dutilh Church.   
 
As we help our students move from children’s ministry to active adult membership, 
we’re intentionally moving away from the phrase “youth ministry” to the idea of student 
ministry.  We’re making this shift in an effort to help students see themselves as an 
active, vibrant, and necessary part of our membership.  If our students grow up in Dutilh 
Church, they are already full members of the church by the time they join DSM.  While 
they are still growing and learning, we need to encourage them to take on the privileges 
and responsibilities that come with members and continue to help them better 
understand the faith they are already being called to serve in and live out. 
 
As we continue to develop our ministry, we will seek to create opportunities for our 
students to love God, love others, and love to serve in an environment where they are 
known by name, loved for who they are and empowered to follow Jesus Christ. 
 
DSM Connect 
DSM Connect is our Wednesday night program for students in grades 7-12.  As we 
embrace the idea of student ministry (as opposed to youth ministry), I wanted to give 
our gathering a new name and new life. 
 
In the name DSM Connect, there is also an effort to be more intentional about the way 
our ministry is structured.  Our hope is to create a distinction between our Wednesday 
night ministry and our new life group ministry.  DSM Connect is about just that, getting 
students connected.  While we will still have a lesson and discussion times, the goal of 
DSM Connect is not to dive deep into scripture.  The goal is to create a space for 
students to invite friends to connect with God and connect with Christian community. 
 
DSM Life Groups 
DSM Life Groups is the new name for our student small groups.  As we seek to help our 
students grow into actively-engaged, fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ, we want to 
provide a place for them to share deeply in one another’s lives.  Building these groups 
will be strategic and require a commitment on the part of our students.   



Students struggle to build the types of relationships that create open sharing of difficult 
life events when the group they are gathered with changes regularly or when the 
leaders are not consistent.  Students who choose to join a life group when the groups 
restart will be asked to commit to meeting with that group regularly, to not change 
groups because of scheduling ease, and to actively participate with the group in 
mission, fellowship, and study. 
 
Volunteer Support 
The BIG QUESTION is… “How do we make all of this happen?”  The truth is, volunteers 
are how we make this happen and right now we don’t have enough.  This fall we’ve 
added three new volunteers to our team, which brings our Wednesday night total to six. 
I celebrate that!  I am grateful for those who are actively participating.  They are the 
reason our ministry is successful.  They are the reason we are beginning to grow this fall.  
But we can’t see success this as having won the war.   
 
We’ve won this battle, and DSM is off to a great start, but we have excellent ministry 
events coming up throughout the year that will need support.   We have a vision for an 
active small group program that prepares students for adult small group life – those 
groups need host homes and leaders.  It takes a village to raise a child and Dutilh Church 
is that village. 
 
Here is how you can help… I recognize that not everyone is called to serve in student 
ministry, especially if you have a student of your own who may not want mom or dad to 
be there on Wednesday night.  That’s ok!  If you can drive for events, that’s a huge help.  
If you are willing to open your home to a DSM Life Group, that’s awesome.  If you look 
around the church and see adults with whom you wish you son/daughter would grow 
and learn, tell me about them.  Our volunteer team knows no limit!  The more diverse we 
are, the more we have to offer our students. 
 
The Story Overview 
What is the Story? 
The Story is selections of the NIV Bible that are arranged in chronological order and 
designed to read as just that - a story.  We are using this as a tool to help our students 
read and understand more of God’s word in the next nine months than they may yet 
have in their lives to date. 
 
In addition to reading, there are discussion questions at the end of each chapter that 
provide an opportunity for you to engage with your students in conversations about 
faith and life.  To help facilitate the conversations and reading, students have been told 
that if they read and discuss all 31 chapters with a parent, and have the parents sign and 
date the chapters as they are discussed, they will have an opportunity to win a $250 gift 
card. 
 
If you would like to be able to read along with your student, I will have books available 
soon.  They are ordered and should arrive within the next week.  The cost of the book is 
$5 and you can put the payment for those books in the offering marked “Student 
Ministry Book.”  There is no need to pay for the book your student is reading; that’s our 
gift to them. 
 



 
Major Events 
We’ve planned a variety of trips and events for our students throughout the year.  A full 
calendar of events is attached to this document, but are some highlights. 
 
Winter Retreat 
Our winter retreat is December 6-8 this year at Jumonville.  Registration and details are 
available now at Dutilh.churchcenter.com.  The cost is $80 if you register by Nov. 1.  
Registrations received after Nov. 1 will be $90.  Students who bring a friend will receive a 
$10 discount for both them and their friend. 
 
Jamaica Mission Trip 
Our international mission trip to Jamaica will be June 23-30, 2020.  This trip is open to 
students who have completed 10th, 11th, and 12th grade by the summer of 2020.  The 
deposit for the trip is $250 and will likely be due by the beginning of December.  I’m still 
finalizing all of the details about the payment schedule with the missionary, David 
Goode, who will be leading the trip.  If your student is interested in attending the trip, 
please sign up at Dutilh.chuchcenter.com.  This is not a “formal” registration, but I want 
to schedule an informational meeting and need to gauge availability. 
 
Uth4Missions (Jumonville Mission Trip) 
Our Uth4Missions trip is open to everyone in DSM and will be held at Jumonville during 
the week of July 20-24, 2020.  The cost will again be $150 per person.  Registration and 
details for this trip will be available in the spring. 


